
RE Curriculum Overview 2021-2022 

Enquiry 
Focuses 

 Class/Cycle Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer1 Summer2 

 Class 
 

Cycle Judaism Christianity Hinduism Sikhism Islam Buddhism 

BELIEVING  
Core knowledge 
and understanding 
of texts, stories and 
key beliefs  
BELONGING and 
BEHAVING 
Practice and 
participation in 
faith communities; 
diversity of beliefs 
in action 
personally, locally 
and globally  
REFLECTING, 
RESPONDING and 
MAKING LINKS  
Comparing and 
contrasting, 
evaluating and 
appraising and 
making connections 
to their own and 
others’ lives  

Foundation 
and Year 1 
 

Cycle 1 
21-22 

Celebrations  
Our community 
Visiting special places 
 

Journeys 
Religious stories 

Natural World 
Spring 
Caring for living things 

Home corner continuous provision allows pupils a space to share home beliefs and behaviours.  It 
provides an opportunity for others to respond and make links to their own home beliefs and behaviours. 
 
Religious celebrations and seasonal events to be explored / celebrated at the appropriate times 
throughout the year.  Focus on:  Harvest, Diwali, Christmas, Chinese New Year, Easter, Eid-ul-Fitr, any 
appropriate national events 
 
 

Foundation 
and Year 1 
 

Cycle 2 
22-23 

Friends, Family and belonging 
New life 
Family occasions 
Communities 

Kindness 
Your actions and their 
consequences 

Working together 
Sharing  
Working collaboratively 

Home corner continuous provision allows pupils a space to share home beliefs and behaviours.  It 
provides an opportunity for others to respond and make links to their own home beliefs and behaviours. 
 
Religious celebrations and seasonal events to be explored / celebrated at the appropriate times 
throughout the year.  Focus on:  Harvest, Diwali, Christmas, Chinese New Year, Easter, Eid-ul-Fitr, any 
appropriate national events 
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Focuses 

 Class/Cycle Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer1 Summer2 

 Class 
 

Cycle Judaism Christianity Hinduism Sikhism Islam Buddhism 

BELIEVING  
Core knowledge 
and understanding 
of texts, stories and 
key beliefs  
BELONGING and 
BEHAVING 
Practice and 
participation in 
faith communities; 
diversity of beliefs 
in action 
personally, locally 
and globally  
REFLECTING, 
RESPONDING and 
MAKING LINKS  
Comparing and 
contrasting, 
evaluating and 
appraising and 
making connections 
to their own and 
others’ lives 
 
 
 
 

Years 2 & 3 Cycle 1 
21-22 

Ourselves, Babies, animals, 
celebration, clothes, favourite 
stories, where people go to pray 

Ourselves, Babies, animals, 
celebration, clothes, favourite 
stories, food, where people go to 
pray 
 

Ourselves, Babies, animals, 
celebration, clothes, favourite 
stories, where people go to pray 

Years 2 & 3 Cycle 2 
22-23 

My family, religious artefacts, 
people who help us, water and 
nature 
Weddings 
Prayer beads 
Mezuzah 
Religious leaders 
Stories of St Francis, Joseph and 
Ruth 
Baptism of John 
Noah and the Rainbow 
Houses built on sand and rock 
Sukkot 
Harvest 

My family, religious artefacts, 
people who help us water and 
nature 
Weddings 
5ks 
Home shrines 
Religious leaders 
Stories of Hanman and Guru Har 
Gobind’s Cloak 
River Ganges 
Respect for the natural world 

My family, religious artefacts, 
people who help us, water and 
nature 
Weddings 
Prayer mats 
Home shrines 
Siddattha and the Swaw 
Muhammad (pbuh) and the 
sleeping cat / crying camel 
Religious leaders 
Gotama Buddha and the Bodhi 
Tree 
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Cycle Judaism Christianity Hinduism Sikhism Islam Buddhism 

BELIEVING  
Core knowledge 
and understanding 
of texts, stories and 
key beliefs  
BELONGING and 
BEHAVING 
Practice and 
participation in 
faith communities; 
diversity of beliefs 
in action 
personally, locally 
and globally  
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MAKING LINKS  
Comparing and 
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evaluating and 
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making connections 
to their own and 
others’ lives 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Years 4 & 5 
 
 

Cycle 1 
21-22 

Creation stories, belief in god and 
Nativity  

Creation stories and belief in god 
 

Creation stories and belief in 
god 
 

Years 4 & 5 
 
 

Cycle 2 
22-23 

Places of worship and sacred 
texts 
Food, fasting and clothing 
Recognise places of worship and 
key features/beliefs around place 
Recognise key sacred texts and 
how they are treated 
Special foods 
Beliefs linked to food 
Acts of fasting 
Special items of clothing  

Places of worship and sacred 
texts 
Food, fasting and clothing 
Recognise places of worship and 
key features/beliefs around place 
Recognise key sacred texts and 
how they are treated 
Special foods 
Beliefs linked to food 
Acts of fasting 
Special items of clothing 

Places of worship and sacred 
texts  
Food, fasting and clothing 
Recognise places of worship and 
key features/beliefs around 
place 
Recognise key sacred texts and 
how they are treated 
Special foods 
Beliefs linked to food 
Acts of fasting 
Special items of clothing 
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Enquiry 
Focuses 

Class/Cycle Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer1 Summer2 

 Class 
 

Cycle Judaism Christianity Hinduism Sikhism Islam Buddhism 

BELIEVING  
Core knowledge 
and understanding 
of texts, stories and 
key beliefs  
BELONGING and 
BEHAVING 
Practice and 
participation in 
faith communities; 
diversity of beliefs 
in action 
personally, locally 
and globally  
REFLECTING, 
RESPONDING and 
MAKING LINKS  
Comparing and 
contrasting, 
evaluating and 
appraising and 
making connections 
to their own and 
others’ lives 
 

Years 6 & 7 Cycle 1 
21-22 

Creation  and Moral stories 
Revisit Nativity 
How does God care for people in 
the stories found in the Jewish 
Bible? 
What do Jews learn from these 
stories? 

Creation  and Moral stories 
What do the stories teach Hindus 
about themselves, God and the 
world? 

Creation  and Moral stories 
What does the Qur’an teach 
about Allah, the world and 
human life? 

Years 6 & 7 
 

Cycle 2 
22-23 

Places of worship and sacred 
texts (Practises and methods of 
worship) 
How do Jews use their synagogues? 
What special texts are used in a 
synagogue? 
What do Jews learn about God, people 
and the natural world from the Tenakh 
(Jewish Bible)? 
By what rules, codes and traditions do 
Jews believe they should live their life? 
How is Judaism practised in families and 
the community? 
How do Christians use churches for 
worship? 
Why do Christians believe it is 
important to worship and worship 
together? 
How do Christians use the Bible to learn 
about God, the world and human life? 
By what rules, codes and traditions do 
Christians believe they should live their 
life? 
How is Christianity practised in families 
and the community? 

Places of worship and sacred 
texts (Practises and methods of 
worship) 
How do Hindus worship at home 
and in the mandir? 
How is Hinduism practised in 
families and the community? 
What are the sacred writings of 
Hinduism? 
How are the sacred writings used 
in ceremonies and to guide Hindu 
living? 
How do Sikhs express their beliefs 
in worship in and beyond the 
Gurdwara? 
How is the Guru Granth Sahib 
used in ceremonies and to guide 
Sikh living? 
How is Sikhism practised in 
families and the community? 
 

Places of worship and sacred 
texts (Practises and methods of 
worship) 
How do Muslims worship in mosques 
and elsewhere? 
How are the Sunnah and the Hadith of 
The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) used 
to guide a Muslim’s everyday life? 
Why is the Qur’an the core of 
everything a Muslim believes?  
How do Muslims show this? 
How is Islam practised in families and 
the community? 
How do Buddhists worship at home 
and in a temple or pagoda? 
What are the sacred writings of 
Buddhism? 
How are the sacred writings used in 
ceremonies and to guide Buddhist 
living? 
How is Buddhism practised in families 
and the community? 
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Enquiry 
Focuses 

 Class/Cycle Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer1 Summer2 

 Class 
 

Cycle Judaism  Christianity  Hinduism Sikhism Islam   Buddhism 

BELIEVING  
Core knowledge 
and understanding 
of texts, stories and 
key beliefs  
BELONGING and 
BEHAVING 
Practice and 
participation in 
faith communities; 
diversity of beliefs 
in action 
personally, locally 
and globally  
REFLECTING, 
RESPONDING and 
MAKING LINKS  
Comparing and 
contrasting, 
evaluating and 
appraising and 
making connections 
to their own and 
others’ lives  
 
 
 
 

Years 8 & 9 Cycle 1 
21-22 

Religious symbols,  their 
meaning and pilgrimage 
 

Religious symbols,  their 
meaning and pilgrimage 
 

Religious symbols,  their 
meaning and pilgrimage 
 

Years 8 & 9 Cycle 2 
22-23 

Birth, marriage and death 
(beliefs and customs) 
 
How and why is new life 
celebrated? 
How and why is marriage 
celebrated? 
What beliefs about life after 
death are there?  Why is it a 
belief? 
How and why is a person’s death 
marked? 
How do beliefs about life after 
death influence the way life is 
lived? 

Birth, marriage and death 
(beliefs and customs) 
 
How and why is new life 
celebrated? 
How and why is marriage 
celebrated? 
How and why is a person’s death 
marked? 
 
What do Hindus believe about 
the purpose of life and life after 
death? 
How are Hindu beliefs reflected in 
the ways in which they mark 
death? 
How do Hindu beliefs about life 
after death influence the way life 
is lived? 
What do Sikhs believe about life 
after death, and why? 

Birth, marriage and death 
(beliefs and customs) 
 
How and why is new life 
celebrated? 
How and why is marriage 
celebrated? 
How and why is a person’s 
death marked? 
 
What do Buddhists believe 
about death and the purpose of 
life? 
What do Muslims believe about 
life after death and how are 
these beliefs reflected in the 
ways in which they mark death? 
How do Muslim beliefs about 
life after death influence the 
way life is lived? 
 



RE Curriculum Overview 2021-2022 

Enquiry 
Focuses 

 Class/Cycle Autumn Spring  Summer 

BELIEVING  
Core knowledge 
and understanding 
of texts, stories and 
key beliefs  
BELONGING and 
BEHAVING 
Practice and 
participation in 
faith communities; 
diversity of beliefs 
in action 
personally, locally 
and globally  
REFLECTING, 
RESPONDING and 
MAKING LINKS  
Comparing and 
contrasting, 
evaluating and 
appraising and 
making connections 
to their own and 
others’ lives  

Years 10 & 
11 

Cycle 1 
21-22 

Study of a Religion or Ideology 
To include study on: 
Previously studied faith – 
Christianity 
Other religion – Taoism 
Secular ideology – Humanism 
 
(Please consult with L.Halsey if you wish to alter 
one of these religions or ideology before planning 
/ teaching this unit) 

 
Key Questions: 

 How has the religion or 
ideology studied responded 
to different cultural 
settings? 

 What is, or has been, 
distinctive about the 
influence of the religion or 
ideology you have studied?  

 How does your 
understanding of life 
compare with that of the 
religion or ideology you 
have studied? 

 
See MK Agreed Syllabus for Religious 
Education 2017 for suggested content 
file:///C:/Users/laptop/Downloads/Milt
on%20Keynes%20Agreed%20Syllabus%
20for%20Religious%20Education%2020
17.pdf 

Christianity and the Bible as 
inspiration for literature, art, 
music and film 
Key Questions: 

 Is any interpretation of the 
Bible and Christian ideas 
acceptable in literature, art, 
music and film? 

 How do literature, art, music 
and film reflect the influence 
of the beliefs and cultural 
backgrounds of individuals 
and communities?  

 What are my views about 
the religious issues raised 
through the literature, art, 
music and films studied and 
why? 

 
See MK Agreed Syllabus for Religious 
Education 2017 for suggested 
content 
file:///C:/Users/laptop/Downloads/
Milton%20Keynes%20Agreed%20Syll
abus%20for%20Religious%20Educati
on%202017.pdf 

Evil and Suffering 
Key Questions: 

 How do religious and 
secular belief traditions 
explain the existence of 
evil and suffering in the 
world? 

 How convincing do you 
find these explanations? 

 
See MK Agreed Syllabus for 
Religious Education 2017 for 
suggested content 
file:///C:/Users/laptop/Downloads
/Milton%20Keynes%20Agreed%20
Syllabus%20for%20Religious%20Ed
ucation%202017.pdf 



RE Curriculum Overview 2021-2022 

Enquiry 
Focuses 

 Class/Cycle Autumn Spring  Summer 

BELIEVING  
Core knowledge 
and understanding 
of texts, stories and 
key beliefs  
BELONGING and 
BEHAVING 
Practice and 
participation in 
faith communities; 
diversity of beliefs 
in action 
personally, locally 
and globally  
REFLECTING, 
RESPONDING and 
MAKING LINKS  
Comparing and 
contrasting, 
evaluating and 
appraising and 
making connections 
to their own and 
others’ lives  
 
 
 
 
 

Years 10 & 
11 

Cycle 2 
22-23 

Gender, Relationships and 
Religion 
Key Questions: 

 Does God have a gender?   
 To what extent are the 

teachings of the world’s 
religions on sexual 
behaviour relevant to life in 
the twenty-first century?  

 What relevance do the 
teachings of the world’s 
religions have in defining 
the roles of men and 
women in the twenty-first 
century? 

 
See MK Agreed Syllabus for Religious 
Education 2017 for suggested 
content 
file:///C:/Users/laptop/Downloads/
Milton%20Keynes%20Agreed%20Syl
labus%20for%20Religious%20Educa
tion%202017.pdf 

Reasons for Belief in God 
Key Questions: 

 What reasons do you have 
for belief or disbelief in God?  

 How convinced are you by 
arguments put forward for 
the existence or 
nonexistence of God and 
why?  

 Can religious experience 
prove the existence of God? 
 

See MK Agreed Syllabus for Religious 
Education 2017 for suggested 
content 
file:///C:/Users/laptop/Downloads/
Milton%20Keynes%20Agreed%20Syll
abus%20for%20Religious%20Educati
on%202017.pdf 

Religious diversity in the 21st  
Century 
Key Questions: 

 What influence have the 
movements you have 
studied had?  

 How is it possible to 
evaluate truth claims and 
principles of religious 
movements?  

  
 What is your evaluation of 

the movements you have 
studied? 
 

See MK Agreed Syllabus for 
Religious Education 2017 for 
suggested content 
file:///C:/Users/laptop/Downloads
/Milton%20Keynes%20Agreed%20
Syllabus%20for%20Religious%20Ed
ucation%202017.pdf 



RE Curriculum Overview 2021-2022 

Enquiry 
Focuses 

 Class/Cycle Autumn 
 

Spring  
 

Summer 
 

BELIEVING  
Core knowledge 
and understanding 
of texts, stories and 
key beliefs  
BELONGING and 
BEHAVING 
Practice and 
participation in 
faith communities; 
diversity of beliefs 
in action 
personally, locally 
and globally  
REFLECTING, 
RESPONDING and 
MAKING LINKS  
Comparing and 
contrasting, 
evaluating and 
appraising and 
making connections 
to their own and 
others’ lives  
 

Years 12 & 
13 
 
Focusing on 
respect and 
tolerance  
 
Celebration 
of diversity 
and British 
values 
 
Social Skills 

 

Cycle 1 
21-22 

Key questions about Beliefs and 
values 
Explore and investigate nature, 
truth, meaning and value of 
religion and belief. 

Diversity in Beliefs and values 
 
How the key beliefs and ideas of 
the religions impact on the 
expression of the religion or 
worldview in individual and 
community life. 
 

British values, religious and 
non-religious views. 
 
What is 'accepting', 'respecting' 
and 'tolerating'? 
How do we challenge views that 
are in contradiction to British 
values?  

 



RE Curriculum Overview 2021-2022 

Enquiry 
Focuses 

 Class/Cycle Autumn Spring  Summer 

BELIEVING  
Core knowledge 
and understanding 
of texts, stories and 
key beliefs  
BELONGING and 
BEHAVING 
Practice and 
participation in 
faith communities; 
diversity of beliefs 
in action 
personally, locally 
and globally  
REFLECTING, 
RESPONDING and 
MAKING LINKS  
Comparing and 
contrasting, 
evaluating and 
appraising and 
making connections 
to their own and 
others’ lives  
 

Years 12 & 
13 
 

Cycle 2 
22-23 

Religious responses to ethical 
and social issues 
Key Questions: 

 How can we know how to 
behave in the wide range of 
situations in which we find 
ourselves in life?  

 How are believers helped by 
the teachings of their faiths 
to make ethical decisions?  

 To what extent might the 
world benefit from the 
teachings of the world’s 
religions and/or secular 
philosophies, e.g. 
Humanism, on ethical and 
social issues. 
 

See MK Agreed Syllabus for Religious 
Education 2017 for suggested 
content 
file:///C:/Users/laptop/Downloads/
Milton%20Keynes%20Agreed%20Syl
labus%20for%20Religious%20Educa
tion%202017.pdf 

Science and Religion 
Key Questions: 

 To what extent do the 
discoveries of modern 
science make religious belief 
possible?  

 Can the world’s religions 
bring anything of value to 
the scientific enquiries of the 
twenty-first century? 
 

See MK Agreed Syllabus for Religious 
Education 2017 for suggested 
content 
file:///C:/Users/laptop/Downloads/
Milton%20Keynes%20Agreed%20Syll
abus%20for%20Religious%20Educati
on%202017.pdf 

Religion in the local community 
Bedford Faith Tour  
(Christianity, Islam, Sikhism) 
 
Key Questions: 

 How do beliefs influence 
the values and lives of 
individuals and groups? 

 How have religions and 
worldviews impacted on 
wider current affairs?  

 Reflection:  What are my 
values?  What influences 
my values? 

 What do I believe?  
What influences my 
beliefs? 
 

 

 
Main beliefs of the religion and diversity of ways in which it is interpreted. 


